
Meeting the Moment:
Solidarity and Partnerships with Indigenous Peoples 

in the California CLT Movement





Session Guidelines
● Questions: Please submit any 

questions you may have 
throughout the session in the 
Q&A box.

● Recording: This session is being 
recorded, and notes will be 
shared with all participants after 
the event. 

● Language Access:
○ This session offers live interpretation 

from English to Spanish
○ Accept the Zoom prompt in the chat 

and select your preferred language.
○ Use the chat link to access audio 

translation in your preferred language.



Meet the speakers:



HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA 
Thru a Native Lens

▶ 1848 - Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
▶ 1769-1833 - California Missions
▶ 1849 - California Gold Rush
▶ 1850 - California became a state of USA
▶ 1851-1852 - California’s 18 Unratified Indian Treaties,  hidden until 1905
▶ 1851 – Indian Reservations/Rancherias started in California 

▶ Established as places for homeless Indians 
▶ Many Tribes did not relocate to Reservations/Rancherias

▶ Federally Recognized & Non Federally Recognized tribes
▶ 1880 -1960’s Indian Boarding Schools
▶ 1884 - Dawes Act – Land Allottments

▶ Indian Trust Land Allottments
▶ 1850’s… Dams diverting water



Land Acknowledgement
The California Community Land Trust Network acknowledge that we and all our 
members, reside and work on the ancestral and unceded homelands of Indigenous 
peoples of Turtle Island. We have deep respect for Tribal communities, who are the 
original and continuing stewards of the land, waters and resources and in that spirit, 
we're committed to supporting rematriation of land and land back decolonization, 
whether through the community land trust model or not. 

The economic and cultural development of California and the United States was built on 
genocide, stolen Indigenous land and the backs of enslaved Africans and their 
descendants. As such we recognize the diversity of struggles for justice and honor the 
interconnected movements for Indigenous sovereignty, Black liberation, disability 
justice, immigrant justice, gender justice, and other liberation/justice movements and 
support CLTs’ autonomy to carry out efforts and campaigns that honor their local 
context and unique histories.



➔ 50 CLTs in 25 counties

➔ 1,650+ units of housing

➔ Over 3,500 residents

➔ 75% BIPOC residents

CLT Network Organizations

        Voting
        Supporting 



Programs:

Policy & Advocacy

Technical Assistance

Community Building

Curriculum



WUKCHUMNI CLT
A Tribal-led Community Land Trust focused on providing affordable 

housing for our elders and community, and holding land in perpetuity 

for our future generations.



The Wukchumni people are one of the Yokuts bands that are indigenous to the San Joaquin Valley and 

Western Sierra Nevada mountain range. Due to land grabs, forced relocations from our ancestral lands, 

and the US government not ratifying our treaties, the Wukchumni people have no tribal land or 

reservation. We do not receive aid from the government, although many tribal members have 

California Indian Judgement Roll Numbers which qualifies them for healthcare.

Since 1987, the Wukchumni Council, led by our Elders, have petitioned for Federal Acknowledgement to 

the Federal Government. We have maintained our governance, culture, language, and traditions since 

our petition, and we have continued to provide social and ceremonial services to our Wukchumni 

people as we have always done.



WUKCHUMNI FARMS

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY PROJECT

 The Wukchumni Council oversees all official 

businesses and fundraising efforts on behalf of the 

Wukchumni people and land back initiatives. We 

operate the Wukchumni Tribe 501(c)3 organization 

to provide direct services and build capacity 

within the Tribe to continue meeting the needs of 

our community, and to provide education, cultural, 

and food sovereignty programs. 

FOOD ACCESS & TRIBAL 

FOOD PANTRY

YOUTH SERVICES & 

PREVENTION PROGRAMS

NATIVE PLANT NURSERY

& RESTORATION



RECREATING 
OUR VILLAGE

The idea for Wukchumni CLT comes from multiple visioning 

sessions and conversations that have been guided by feedback 

from Wukchumni youth, adults, and elders. Our people want to 

recreate a village that will nourish the Wukchumni spirit and way of 

life, while honoring past and future generations, and provide 

spaces for our people to live together, work together, and care for 

one another as we always have.

We envision our sites to include affordable and accessible 

quality-built, energy efficient homes, community gardens, 

multi-use gathering spaces, playgrounds, and ceremonial grounds. 

Wukchumni CLT will offer a pathway to reclaiming traditions and 

community wellness, and ensuring that the original people of this 

land have homes in their own homelands.



HOUSING 
NEEDS 
ASSESSMENT

HIGH HOUSING 

DEMAND

CULTURAL PRIORITIES 

ARE CLEAR

STRONG INTEREST IN 

TRIBAL HOUSING

AVERAGE AREA 

MEDIAN INCOME 

(AMI) IS 46%

Over half of respondents (53%) live 

in overcrowded, multi-household 

homes—a key indicator of housing 

instability. Among those whose 

needs are unmet, 65% cited lack of 

privacy, space, or overcrowding.

88% of respondents would 

relocate to tribal housing if 

affordable and culturally 

appropriate options were 

available. Many expressed specific 

interest in Bu’hach’hai Village.

The top amenities identified 

include ceremonial grounds 

(95%),

elder-specific housing (93%) 

health/wellness centers (93%)

gardening/nursery space (88%)

 All respondents expressed interest in Bu’hach’hai 

Village for the opportunity to revitalize the Tribe’s 

culture and to surround themselves with family 

and heritage.



OUR FIRST LAND ACQUISITION

On this 1 ½ acre vacant lot in North Visalia, we plan to create a 

modern village  that honors Wukchumni culture, provides 

affordable rental housing to tribal elders and income qualified 

community members, and expand our food sovereignty 

programs by installing gardens and increasing the services of 

our Wukchumni Farms Tribal Food Pantry for residents and 

community members

HOUSING FOR 

TRIBAL ELDERS

COMMUNITY 

CENTER

AFFORDABLE RENTAL 

COMMUNITY

EXPANDING FOOD 

SOVEREIGNTY PROGRAMS



BUILDING FOR 
THE FUTURE

This Housing Needs Report offers a foundational understanding of 
the current housing conditions, preferences, and aspirations of 
Wukchumni tribal members. The Wukchumni Community Land Trust 
(WCLT) will use these findings to inform the planning, design, and 
implementation of the Tribe’s first tribally owned housing 
development: Bu’hach’hai Village.
•Launch a fundraising campaign to support land acquisition and 

early-stage pre development of Bu’hach’hai Village.

•Collaborate with a real estate broker to identify suitable parcels for 

housing development and State funding programs.

•Establish a partnership with an experienced nonprofit housing 

developer to strengthen financing applications.

•Engage with peer organizations through the California Community Land 

Trust Network to leverage shared knowledge and technical assistance.

•Facilitate a community-led design process for the vacant lot.



Learn more at:
● https://www.wukchumnitribe.org/
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vEtIHlzssc
● https://www.facebook.com/wukchumnifarms/
● Instagram: @WukchumniFarms

Contact Information

https://www.wukchumnitribe.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vEtIHlzssc
https://www.facebook.com/wukchumnifarms/
https://www.instagram.com/wukchumnifarms/?hl=en
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Solidarity continued
Highlighting other ways CACLTN members practice solidarity 
with Black and Indigenous communities in their respective 
communities:

● CLT 101s: Grounding in U.S. CLT history & roots (ie New 
Communities Inc.) 

● Board governance (ex: intentional representation)

● Explicitly stating purposes & goals on websites, etc.

● Voluntary Land tax - creating or participating in 

○ Shuumi Land Tax (Sogorea Te’ Land Trust)
○ Kuuy Nahwá’a / Guest Exchange (Tongva Taraxat 

Paxaavxa Conservancy)
*Post event correction: Donate 10% of land value to 
local indigenous organizations (South Tower CLT)  

● “Liberation Easements” 

https://sogoreate-landtrust.org/shuumi-land-tax/
https://www.tongva.land/donate
https://fresnoland.org/2025/08/06/tower-district-home/
https://www.theselc.org/liberation_easement_blog?__cf_chl_rt_tk=.FuFSOR46OZuGD1NDvmfehl6.9JM.be8rjglglVCBhE-1763618572-1.0.1.1-uvGBvpOcQJFxPZ4_e9H9RoXPQdq3zs3wkSdjgO1C134


California Community Land Trust Network

Stay connected!

● Sign up for monthly 
newsletter

Become a 
member

Qs: info@cacltnetwork.org


